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1 . GREATLY APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S PROMPT REPLY REF A. 

MR. HATFIELD OF B.F. GOODRICH NOW ADVISES THAT COMPANY 
RECEIVED TELEX FROM PERMIN REQUESTING REPRESENTATIVES 
BE PRESENT FOR DISCUSSIONS IN NIGERIA ON AUGUST 24. 

CO;PANY HAS RESPONDED POSITIVELY, BUT HAS NOT YET 
RECEIVED ACKNOWLEDGMENT FROM MOI. MR. HATFIELD AND 
JOHN STROOPE PLANNING TO ARRIVE LAGOS AUGUST 23 FOR 
DISCUSSIONS ON AUG. 24-25. WOULD BE HELPFUL IF EMBASSY 
CAN CONFIRM THIS WITH OYCKAN. 

2. B.F. GOODRICH CURRENTLY PROPOSING EQUITY PARTICIPATION 
ONLY IN PVC AND VCM FACILITIES, THOUGH OFFERING TO 
OPERATE OTHER FACILITIES INCLUDING GAS CRACKER AND 
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INTERESTED IN OYCKAN'S PLAN TO COMBINE PARTNERS. 

HATFIELD VERY CONCERNED REGARDING STRONG COMPETITION 
EXPECTED, ESPECIALLY FROM BRITISH. COMPANY AWARE OF 

SHELL CHEMICALS (LONDON) INTEREST AND BELIEVES SHELL 
MAY HAVE LEG UP BECAUSE OF CLOSE PROXIMITY TO CHEM 
SYSTEMS. HATFIELD MADE POINT THAT COMPANY WILL BE 
DEPENDING ON SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT FROM EMBASSY/COMMERCE 
IN OBTAINING INFORMATION AND MAINTAINING CONTACT WITH 
NIGERIAN DECISION-MAKERS, ESPECIALLY UNTIL SUCH TIME 
AS COMPANY HAS LOCAL REPRESENTATION. HATFIELD WILL 
CONTACT EMBASSY DURING UPCOMING VISIT. 

ROBINSON 
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